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Women's roles,
rights & obligations

Spiritual status

As ghown in tha Gur'anc verses above, women are considered Lo be the
apnitual equals of men, and they have the same religious dutes. This s all
thie more important when we consider that the main goal of & Muslim s
to sy God, and that this warld is regarded a5 no mors thar i testing
pround to prepare giesalf foratarnal ife after death. Therefore worldly
accomplishments, femea, waslth snd power sicnply do not have the same
altraction for o Mushm, whose mam focus 8 on the Next Wotid. The
Bur'an repeatedly draws our aention Lo the fact that the bme we spend
m Ehe world s short and unpradictable, and what really counts s our
character; how we trest others, snd whet we dowith the 11|I:','5Ei|r1f._‘|'.—i God
has given e

In this corast; home and farnily re of paramount IMportancs, since
stabls familles are essential 1o the resning of welkadiusted children who
will trenamit theair feith and yalyas to the next generation, Acoording to s
wislsnown Arah provesh.

'The mother is a schoaol.’

Social Roles

|skarm supports the traditonal divsian of, labour wherehy women
assume tha main responsibiity for home white men are responsibile
for their financial support. but with. an important difference
motharbiood and homemaking, ke 8 Mushm's nnar life, are [ot
considersd to be l8as important or rewarding than a professional
career Indesd. motherhood & one of the most important
prafessions, snd compatent mathers whi' can successiully run &
warm and welcoming home, and reisa 8 family of happy, confidant
and wel-disciplingd childran are becoming incraasingly hard to find.
Muslirm wives and miothers are grented tha respect due to sll women
for the struggles and sacrifices they maka for the sake of their
farniing. Furthermore, Mushms consider it unfair 1o burten womoen
with bath the phy=sical and emotonal cemands of mothertnood and
the professional demands of the workplacs, winch end up exhEusting
=0 many women and desuroying family ife for che sake of fimanoel
gain, Mushims often express sympathy for woman in the VWest, marny,
ohwhom sutler from sexual exploabon and sbusse at home and n the
workplace, whila baing uneppraciated in thair tradibional roles.

And of His signs is this;

He created spouses for you from
among yourselves that you might
find comfort in them, and He
put between you love and mercy.
Surely there are signs in that for

people who reflect.
(Qurian 30:21]

Many people are aware that Muslim men are
permitted to marry more than one wife. What is not
generally known is that strict conditions of equal
treatment in terms of time and money are imposed
on men who do, or that women may stipulate in
their marriage contracts that they have the right to
divorce if their husbands take another wife.

In resiity, monogamy s the norm and polygamy the Bxceptinn; it has never
hean common among: Musiime escept ) aress whers € was alresdy
practss; and itis seldom successful unlkess the first wile sgraes

lsham did not mrmodica: polygamy; i reslity, somea toerm of- polygany -
whether with legal marrisges. mistressss, proatitution or extriemantal
attrirs: ooours In every society Rathen lslam allowed and regulsta it in
preer o protect  women-and children who might otharwise be taken
gdvantage of. In certein cases. such &5 whan the first wife is chronically
[ommentally] il or unabie to bear childran whan there are many widows
ANl Orphans dus towsns orwhen a marrsge e effeotwely broken down
hut tha wite would prefer toramain marmed; opan and legalead polyogany
e bt iy worlatile secong-bees solition

The Prophet Muhammad was marned to fus hirst wile, Khadigh, for 25
yeats, and b did not take othenwives urtid alter her death He mammages
£ amerul widows and divorcess in later years were primariy controchod
for polites| sng humanitarisEn ressans, 83 wes gxpacted of a man n b
|_1|:‘rEFT:'I3rI

His home life was characterised by love,
consideration, kindness and respect.
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