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Omer El-Hamdoon
PRESIDENT

Muslim Association Of Britain

On behalf of the Muslim Association of 
Britain (MAB), it gives me a great pleasure 
to welcome you to our National Convention 
2016. Our theme is the #BestofBritishMuslims.

I would like to thank you for joining us in 
celebrating the great achievements of British 
Muslims and Muslims living in the UK. Times 
have not changed for the better and the 
scapegoating of Muslims is in fact on the 
increase, portraying the ordinary Muslim as 
‘foreign’ and thus ‘alien’ to Britain. 

Unfortunately, extremist individuals and 
groups are given a bigger platform by many 
media outlets who simultaneously ignore the 
common voices of “ordinary” Muslims, who 
are not ordinary by any standards. They are 
achievers and contributors to Britain and the 
World.

In these challenging times, it is important we 
do not allow the media perception to deceive 
others around us. This needed convention is 
here to manifest and highlight the obvious:
1. We serve our communities and invest 
in all sectors of society because, despite 
our various ethnic make-up and cultural 
backgrounds, our home is the UK.
2. We enrich society with our values and 
beautiful expressions of Islam. We give back 
to our fellow citizens and learn from others 
around us. This makes us integrated and very 
much an integral part of today’s fabric of 
society. 

3. Historically, Islam has had a long 
presence in the UK. Muslims are a minority, 
but despite our size; we are hard-workers 
who have consistently contributed in many 
professions and have excelled in some.

Our Convention would like to focus on 
what the media thinks is the ‘boring reality’: 
Muslims are just like everybody else and 
stigmatising them is only fuelling suspicion 
and hate. Going further, our event focuses on 
promoting the positive. 

We build societies – this is our story, the 
neglected narrative that needs to be 
frequently and loudly told. And so, we have 
for our event brought you inspirational 
speakers who will give you their personal 
stories of success and share advice on how 
you can contribute to society, whatever you 
aspire to be and whatever your interests are. 

I pray you will have an unforgettable day of 
knowledge, inspiration and fun in sha Allah. 
Find yourself comfortable at our event and 
enjoy! I also recommend that you to use 
this opportunity to socialise with others and 
network. 

Finally, please help us spread the positive 
message and mention your experiences of 
today in the hashtag #BestofBritishMuslims, 
through social media. Let us work together in 
making a change.
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Why Celebrate 
#BestofBritishMuslims

PROGRAMME

Building Society…Creating Hope: Contributions British Muslims make 

The contribution of British Muslims to the UK and the World is immense. 
Muslims have been part of the British fabric since the 19th century and have 
been contributing greatly in all different fields. 

We wanted to mention it here, as we believe that it is part of justice and 
fairness to highlight these roles; allowing everyone to fully appreciate this 
section of society. 

The initiative started by listing Muslim’s contributions in society and so, 
informing the public about the diverse representations and voices of Islam 
in Britain. It briefly presents facts but also gives certain insights and personal 
stories. The aim is to give more context and thus ‘life’ to a growing discourse 
on what it means to be ‘British’ and at the same time ‘Muslim’. To go into 
more detail, please visit the relevant section in our website: mabonline.net.

Muslims in Business
In Britain, there are 3 million Muslims 
and if you look at the country’s most 
powerful people in business, you would 
definitely recognise it as has the Muslim 
Council of Britain (MCB) with their report 
on ‘The Muslim Pound’.

In the different thriving markets, one 
particularly stands out – the halal meat 
industry. It is interesting how the report 

highlights that: “A report in 2001 valued the British halal industry at £700 
million, though we would expect to this to be far higher, in excess of £1 
billion.”

But, there’s more to that. There are over 10,000 Muslim millionaires in the 
UK; and Muslims contribute £31 billion to the UK economy. In London alone, 
there are over 13,000 Muslim owned businesses employing over 70,000 

Registration
10:30 -11:00

Session Two
14:30 -16:15

Session One
11:30 -13:00

Nasheed / Award Ceremony / Prize Presentations
17:15-18:15

Comedy and Nasheed Entertainment
19:30 -20:00

Introduction and Commencing of Convention
11:00 -11:30

Stalls / Shops / Prayer
16:15 -17:15

Session Three
18:45 -19:30

Lunch / Stalls / Shops / Prayer
13:00 -14:30

Maghrib Prayer
18:15 -18:45

Vote of  Thanks and Conclusion
20:00
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Muslims in Schooling

Muslims have contributed to a lot to teaching and hence 
knowledge production. In the UK, there is a group of teachers 
with the name, Muslim Teacher’s Association, who advise 
visitors about teaching and the importance of education in 
Islam.

In 2012, the Department of Education released an updated 
table which shows the number of state-funded schools in 
the UK. Muslim schools make up 0.05% and in numbers they 

are 11. In 2015, MAB understood that this number has increased to 21. 

In 2014, more than half of Muslim schools in England surpassed the national percentage 
GCSE average of 5 or more GCSE’s or equivalent A*-C grades including English and Math 
GCSEs. Eight particular Muslim secondary schools were rated to be in the top 50 exam 
league in England.

Muslims giving Charity
Muslims are known to tirelessly work for many charitable causes in order to serve 
humanity on the global scale and their local societies across the UK. ‘The Muslim Pound’ 
has demonstrated that Muslims give more in charity compared to other religious groups 
in the UK. In Ramadan 2016, Muslims donated a staggering £100m in that month alone.

Community based organisations play a major role in maintaining social security, social 
justice and welfare. 

Over the years, the number of charities has increased as well 
as the range of causes. While many charities still focus on 
helping the poor, the homeless and caring for the sick and 
injured; many others deal with global issues such as civil wars 
(crisis in Syria), natural disasters, diseases such as HIV, AIDS 
and more recently Ebola, and so forth.

Muslim Charities are also working hard in providing help 
locally, under the ethos of “Charity begins@home”.

Muslims in Sport
Britain can pride itself in sport with great dedication from its British Muslims – from 
Olympic Winner Mo Farah to the famous boxers such as Amir Khan and Nasem 
Hamid. In this Convention 2016, we are delighted to have Khadija Safari who will 
tell us more about her sporting career.

For more on Muslim contributions to the UK, please visit our website on: 
www.mabonline.net/about-islam/british-muslims-contributions

In times of difficulty, health professionals support us with 
improving both physical and mental health. Recently spiritual 
needs have been taken into more consideration and so faith-
based approaches to educating people about their feelings, 
beliefs and attitudes towards health and spirituality have 
increased. For Muslims in the UK, the response has been the 
formation of several health professional initiatives such as the 

Muslim Doctors Association (MDA) and Muslim Doctors and Dentist Association and the 
British Medical Islamic Association (BIMA).

The MDA categorises their work and what they offer as such: campaigns, health education, 
networking events and seminar and conferences. One of the campaigns they have been 
supporting is the ‘I am a Muslim and I Give Blood’, as part of the initiative to encourage 
Muslims in the UK to donate blood and help the NHS Blood and Transplant. Whilst BIMA run 
national events to train the community in important CPR and living-saving skills.

Muslim scientists and health professionals can occupy a variety of careers other than 
medicine and dentistry; you can find them in pharmacy, physics, geology, cosmology 
and other science-related jobs.  According to statistics from the British Islamic Medical 
Association, Muslim doctors represent 7% (the number is approximately 18,500) of the total 
practising doctors in the UK.

Muslims in Politics
Muslims in Britain have participated in UK Public Life – from 
the activist grassroots levels to being part of local councils and 
national government.

The 2015 UK General Election outcome revealed that Labour has 
most Muslim MPs of 9, followed by the Conservative’s 3 MPs and 
the Scottish National Party who has 1 MP. Out of the 13 Muslim 
MPs, 7 are men and 6 are women. MPs with a Muslim background 

have increased (more than doubled) from 6 to 13 and from the previous Muslim MPs, only 
one candidate lost his re-election; Anas Sarwar from Glasgow.

In addition, there are numerous Muslim councillors and one MEP: Afzal Khan.

Muslims in Media and Journalism
There are many notable Muslim journalists in the UK. It is a hard profession to get into but 
some are very well-known such as: Mehdi Hassan, Rageh Omaar, Mishal Hussain, Yvonne 
Ridley, Kamal Ahmed, Aisha Gani and Faisal Islam. Being part of the Media world has 
contributed much to mainstreaming Islam in the eyes and ears of those who engage with 
the daily news.

Muslims as Scientists and in the Health Profession
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Our Speakers

Zara Mohammad
President, Federation Of Student Islamic Societies (FOSIS)
Recently elected, Zara is the first woman to head the Federation of Student Islamic 
Societies (FOSIS). She has an LLM in Human Rights Law. Prior to becoming the President 
of FOSIS, she served as the Federation’s Vice President. 

Ms Mohammad has a record of doing exciting projects such as the Quran Campaign 
and Muslim Student Survey. She really enjoys working in FOSIS and looks forward to 
engaging in more university student activism with many Islamic societies across the 
UK.

Malia Bouattia
President, National Union of Students (NUS)
Malia Bouattia is a student politician. She had been serving as the Black Students’ Officer 
for two years before becoming the first Muslim woman to be elected as the President of 
the National Union of Students (NUS).

During her role as the Black Students’ Officer, she campaigned against the UK 
government’s Prevent strategy and also pushed for greater ethnic diversity amongst 
NUS candidates.

In April 2016, Malia won the election with 50.9% of the vote and is representing 7 million 
people. At the national level, one of her leadership pledges was to oppose government 
cuts to bursaries and the NHS.

Dr Numan Shah
Orthopaedic Surgion

Numan graduated from the University of Manchester with the primary Medical degree 
in 2004. Since then, he has been pursuing a career in Trauma and Orthopaedic surgery, 
having recently achieved specialist recognition in this. Dr Shah has been involved with 
teaching and educating throughout his career, acting as mentor to medical students 
and junior doctors. Teaching by example is his motto. Numan says, “MAB has played 
an important role in developing myself especially during my University years through 
its Youth programme.”

Currently, Dr Shah holds a position on the Executive committee of the British Islamic 
Medical Association (BIMA) and also a member of the Yorkshire branch. BIMA is a 
grassroots organisation, working with medical professionals and colleagues, to deliver 
community, educational, leadership and welfare projects. The hugely successful 
national lifesavers event happened on Saturday 24th September where approximately 
40 masjids took part. Numan is also the chairperson for the Orthopaedic Network, a 
not-for-profit organisation, engaged in educational and charitable activities.

Our Speakers

Dr Mirza Ahmad
Lawyer
A British attorney of Pakistani descent, Dr Ahmad is the Managing Director of a private 
consultancy practice: Law and Governance Limited. He is also the Chairman of the Bar 
Association for Local Government and the Public Service and a member of the General 
Council of the Bar for England and Wales. He was a Co-opted Member of the Birmingham 
Law Society from 2000 - 2011, and the President of the Association of Council Secretaries 
and Solicitors for 2009/2010.

Previously, he was the Corporate Director of Governance at Birmingham City Council until 
31 July 2011. He has provided strategic leadership over 800 staff within his Department 
of Governance, which includes Legal, Democratic, Regulatory, Registrars, Elections and 
Information Management professionals.

In April 2006, Dr Ahmad was named Lawyer of the Month by the Black Lawyers Directory; 
and in 2007, he was recognised in the UK’s inaugural Muslim Power 100 and was also 
awarded their Public Sector Award. In 2008, he received an Honorary Degree of Doctor 
of Laws (LLD (Hon)) from Manchester Metropolitan University in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to the legal profession.

Dr Anas Altikriti
CEO, The Cordoba Foundation 
Dr Anas Altikriti is the CEO and Founder of The Cordoba Foundation, a research and 
advisory group with the aim of “bridging the gap of understanding between the Muslim 
World and the West”. He is also the current Chairman of MAB.

Having obtained a PhD in Political Studies from Westminster University, Dr Altikriti is a 
specialist on Political Islamic Thought. He is also a Global Strategist and international 
advisor on conflict resolution and peace-building. As a renowned international speaker, 
he has been talking to hundreds about many relevant political issues. Recently, he 
presented an analysis on what the future may hold for Muslims in Britain, Post-Brexit. Dr 
Altikriti often appears on the media and social media as a commentator and writer, in 
both Arabic and English.

Harun Rashid  Khan
Secretary General, Muslim Council of Britain

Harun Rashid Khan is a Londoner born and bred, and has been a Civil Engineer in the 
city for over two decades. Since he was a teenager, Harun also devoted a lot of his 
time to community work in East London and has also served as a school governor for 
many years. While serving as the Chair of the MCB London Committee (2006-2010) 
he founded the Eid celebrations in London’s Trafalgar Square in partnership with the 
Mayor of London; and was attended by around 20,000 visitors. Harun was the first 
second generation Muslim to be elected into the leadership of the Muslim Council of 
Britain in 2010 as its Treasurer and during that time has lead on delivering the annual 
Muslim Leadership Dinner attended by Muslim leaders, politicians and civil society 
leaders. He has also appeared on various media outlets, challenging stereotypes and 
arguing the case for Muslims to be full and active citizens. Harun is married and lives 
with his wife and three daughters in London.
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Our Speakers

Khadija Safari
Sports Celebrity
Khadijah Safari is an English-Italian convert to Islam. While she was pursuing her studies 
in Graphic Design and Advertising at the London College, she tried to occupy her time 
with another martial arts as she had been practicing Taekwando since the age of 18. She 
felt in love with Muay Thai.

Safari is the first female Muslim instructor in kickboxing and has a black belt in Muay Thai. 
She was taught by her own husband who was a World Champion in this sport discipline, 
Master Karim Safari.

In the lifestyle magazine EMEL, she comments on why she chose kickboxing as her 
favourite sport: “My love for the sport is matched by my desire to help my sisters and all 
women realise their potential, learn new skills and keep fit and healthy. The end result is 
immensely rewarding, and of course it’s a plus being able to spend time with like-minded 
women.” Although she is not pursuing the sport professionally, she is very excited as: “The 
2012 Olympics will be the first time that women’s kickboxing is being entered as a sport, 
and it is also the first time that Muslim women will be competing, which is fuelling my 
desire to run more classes and encourage more women to join” (EMEL, 2010).

Ajmal Masroor
Imam and Broadcaster
Ajmal Masroor - an Imam, fundraiser, broadcaster and Relationship Counsellor.

In 2014, he was recognised in the Muslim 500 as one of the most influential Muslims in 
the world today.

He is the co-founder of the Barefoot Institute for Muslim relationships. As part of his 
passion in community work; he has been involved in community development and 
cohesion work as well as capacity building programmes. In addition to being a public 
speaker; he is active on social media and expresses his ideas on various topics in articles, 
books and even media platforms.

Currently, Dr Gani joined the School of International Relations in September 2014. She 
was awarded her PhD in International Relations from the London School of Economics, 
where she then held the position of Fellow between 2011 and 2014. She was an Editor of 
Millennium: Journal of International Studies, and is currently the Acting Director of the 
Centre for Syrian Studies at St. Andrews.

Dr Gani is especially interested in supervising PhD research on the following topics: 
Syrian foreign policy; ideologies in the Middle East; colonial legacies in the Middle East; 
critical perspectives on women’s activism in the Middle East. She has taught and written 
extensively on the Middle East, in particular Syria. Her latest book is on ‘The Role of 
Ideology in Syrian-US Relations’.

Dr Jasmine Gani
Lecturer, St Andrews University

Our Speakers

Farzana Rahman
Founder, Desidolls Company 

Farzana Rahman, the founder and managing director of The Desi Doll Company. She 
started the company back in 2008. At the time, her children were young and she 
searched for toys that would help them to learn about Islam in a fun and interactive 
way. She couldn’t find any.

Having spent almost 15 years in the city, Farzana decided not to return to her role at 
Investment bank Goldman Sachs, and instead used her maternal instincts to design 
fun toys. Her first creations were the famous and much loved Aamina and Yousuf 
dolls. Ms Rahman went on to expand her range of toys.

Farzana authored her first sound book “Don’t forget to say Bismillah” amongst a 
host of other innovative toys including interactive ‘ipray Salah pad’ which teaches 
how to perform Wudu and Salah.

8 years on, Farzana is still designing and creating, and has demand for her unique 
toys in all corners of the world.

Dr El-Hamdoon graduated from the University of Sheffield as a Dental Surgeon 
in 1998; and in 2007 attained a Masters in Restorative Dentistry from the same 
University.

During his study, he was the president of the University of Sheffield Islamic Circle 
Society (USIC) for four years; and later went on to become the Director of the 
Muslim Welfare House of Sheffield.

He went on to study Islamic Studies from the European Institute of Human Sciences 
(EIHS). This was completed with him attaining an ijaazah (license) in Islamic Studies 
in 2003.

In 2011, he became the President of the Muslim Association of Britain (MAB); and 
in 2016, he was elected to be the Deputy Secretary General of the Muslim Council 
of Britain.

Currently, Omer is studying for a Masters in Islamic Studies; and he acts as a mobile 
imam delivering khutbahs in different masajid in London and the UK; in addition 
to talks, lectures, seminars and training days.

Dr Omer El-Hamdoon
President, Muslim Association of Britain
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Entertainment
Saif Adam
Nasheed Artist 

Born in Essex, Saif was brought up in a traditional Muslim family where 
teaching was the main profession. Originally hailing from Iraq, they were 
keen to instil spiritual and Islamic values.

Throughout his childhood, Saif demonstrated a keen interest in music and 
performance. 

His years at college and university gave him the impetus and drive to 
perfect his musical skills. It was during this time he combined performance, 
composition and his love for the spiritual. He progressed to write his own 
lyrics resulting in fully crafted tracks. Saif now writes and performs songs 
that have been written with the strength of Islam at the forefront of the 
message.

Saif has spent a great deal of time in the studio working on his debut album. 
‘Heart’ was released during 2013 and is a heartfelt ode to Islam. He has 
poured his heart and soul into this work and that raw emotion really comes 
through.

The debut single ‘Believe’ will definitely strike a chord in all of us. The 
album is both uplifting and heartrending. He sings about how the Muslim 
Community has strayed from the word of Islam, yet if we believe and have 
faith, then Allah will guide us all through the gates of Heaven.

Guzzy Bear 
Comedian

Ghulam Khan (born January 1986), also known as Guz Khan and best known 
by his stage name Guzzy Bear, is an English comedian and actor of Pakistani 
descent.

In 2014, Khan uploaded his first video on Facebook. In June 2014, Khan first 
performed on stage at Birmingham Repertory Theatre. His second time on 
stage was at a comedy evening at the Library of Birmingham BBC Asian 
Network organised for Comic Relief.

In June 2015, Khan whilst performing as his character Mobeen, a Muslim 
living in Small Heath, Birmingham. In six days, the video was watched over 
340,000 times on YouTube and has received over 700,000 views on Facebook.

In the same month, Khan made a short film Roadman Ramadan as part of 
the British Muslim Comedy series, five short films by Muslim comedians 
commissioned by BBC to released on BBC iPlayer. Khan’s sketch was a guide 
to Ramadan, the Islamic month of fasting during daylight hours, which sees 
Khan’s character Mobeen guide his newly converted friend Trev through his 
first Ramadan. In July, Khan gave up his job as a school teacher to pursue a 
career in comedy after his YouTube clips went viral.
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Advert



BESTOFBRITISHMUSLIMS BESTOFBRITISHMUSLIMS16 17

List of Stalls Our supporters

Friends of Al-Aqsa

Sweeties Ltd

Slush Master (Slushie)

The Prayer Mat Company Ltd

Visit My Mosque

Al Sayed Fragrances

mySisterhood - Halal Meal Replacement Shakes

Immeh Abayas Ltd

Mecca Cola

British Muslim TV

Markfield Institute for Higher Education

European Institute for Human Science

Global Education Academy

Amelgo
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Call us on
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Contact us on
www.mabonline.net 
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